CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS FOR THE 


TUOLUMNE BAND OF MB-WUK INDIANS CF THE TUOLUMNE RANCHERIA 

PREAMBLE 


We, the Tuolumne Band of He-wuk Indiana of the Tuol umn e Rancher! a 
in the State of California, in order to establish a legal rancheria 
organization and secure certain privileges and powers offered to us 
by the Indian Reorganization Act, do hereby ordain and establish this 
constitution and by-lawa. 


ARTICLE I. - Territory 

The jurisdiction of the Tuolumne Band of He-wuk Indians shall ex- 
tend to the territory within the confines of the Tuolumne Rancheria, as 
established by warranty deed dated October 25, 1910, and to 3uch other 
lands as may hereafter be added thereto under any law of the United 
States, except as otherwise provided by law. 

ARTICLE II. - Membership 

yjj^Section 1. T h e-memb e rship of the Tuolumn e Band of Me - wuk Indigm - 
shall 
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resident 


Section 2. The Community Council shall have the power to promulgate 
ordinances, subject to revi e w by th e S ecr e tary o f t h e In t a r -io j^ - covering 
■ire membership and the adoption of new members^, when the resources of 
the Tuolumne Rancheria make such adoptions- possible. 
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ARTICLE III. - Governing Body 


Section I. The governing body of the Tuolumne Band of Me-wuk Indiana 


shall be the Conraunlty Council Tihich shall be composed of all the Qualified 
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voters of the band 
a quorum. 


»rity of the eligible voters shall constitute 
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Section 2. All enrolled members of the Tuolumne Band of Me-wuk Indians 


who are 21 years of age or over, and who have maintained legal residence in 
the band for a period of one year immediately prior to any election are 
qualified voters at such election. 

Section 5. The Comaunity Council shall elect from its members by secret 
ballot, (a) chairman; (b) vice-chairman; (c) secretary; (d) treasurer; 

(e) and such other officers and committees as may be deemed necessary. 


Section 4. The 'j'Cbnmunity Council shall meet on the "Tirsi Monday of 1 
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- J anuary and July . 1 


J anuary and July 

Section 5. Within thirty days after the rati fication . and approval of 
this constitution and by-laws, a Community Council meeting shall be held 
for the purpose of electing the officers named herein, and it may transact 
such other business a3 may be necessary* The offic e rs olootod at t h is . 
■meeting s h all s e rv e u atl-l-^tha July juAeti ng. 1 r> 1 qa7 r -_A± _whieh tJma,. thM t* 
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-auoc eartm-n nhnii ^hn sen. Thereafter, officials shall be chosen at the 

//wej*Ur 

July meeting. 


Section 6. The chairman, or £5$ of the qualified voters, may, by 
written notice, call special meetings of the Community Council. 

Section 7. The business committee shall consist of the chairman, 
secretary and treasurer of the Community Council, and shall perform such 
duties as may be authorized by that Council. 
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-ARTICLE IT. - Powers of the Community Council 

Section jL. Enumerated Powers. 

The Conmunity Council of the band shall exercise the following 
powers, subject to any limitations imposed by the statutes or the Consti- 
tution of the United States; 

(a) To negotiate with the federal, state and local, governments; 

(b) To employ legal counsel, the choice of counsel and fixing of 
fees to be subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior; 

(c) To veto any sale, disposition, lease or encumbrance of tribal 
lands, interests in lands, or other tribal assets of the hand; 

(d> To advise the Secretary of the Interior with regard to all 
appropriation estimates for Federal projects for the benefit of the 
Tuolumne Rancheria prior to the submission of such estimates to the Bureau 
of the Budget and to Congress; 

(e) To manage all economic affairs and enterpri 3es‘ of the Tuolumne 
Band of Me-wuk Indians of the Tuolumne Rancheria in accordance with the 
terms of a charter that may be issued to the band by the Secretary of 
the Interior; 

(f) To promulgate and enforce ordinances, — w hi c h — sh a ll b e-su bj w t - 

-4e-- reTiow by the Socrotary of th e -Intarlro r T - governing the conduct of 

members of the Tuolumne Band of Me-wuk Indians of the Tuolumne Rancheria; 

/l 

providing for the manner of making, holding and revoking assignments of 

tribal land or interests therein*, providing for the levying of taxes and 

A 

the appropriation of available tribal funds for public purposes J provid- 

'f'o ^ l / 

ing for the licensing of non-members coming up o n - the reservation for tAs, 

A A 

purposes of hunting, fishing, trading, or other business, and for the 


exclusion from -the- territory of persons not ee- licensed^ 

A 

and establishing proper agencies for the enforcement of such ordinances 
upon the Tulumne Rancheria; 

(g) To charter subordinate organizations for economic purposes 
and to delegate to such organizations, or to any subordinate boards or 
officials of the band, any of the foregoing powers, reserving the right 
to review any action taken by virtue of such delegated power; 

(h) To adopt resolutions not inconsistent with this constitution 
and by-laws, regulating the procedure of the Community Council itself 
and of other tribal agencies, tribal officials, or tribal organizations 
of the band, and exercising such duties as are conferred upon the 

Council by the attached by-laws. v_ j(jk**J*#*n 

Sectlon 3* Future Powers* . f, TT 

~ 

The Community Council may exercise such further powers as may in 
the future be delegated to the Council by members of the tribe or by 
the Secretary of the Interior or any other duly authorized official or 
agency of the state, or federal government » 

Section 3* Reserved Power 3* •- 

Any rights and powers heretofore vested in the Tuolumne Band of 
He-wui: Indians of the Tuolumne Rancheria but not expressly referred to 
in this constitution shall not be abridged by this Article t but may be 
exercised by the people of the Tuolumne Band of Me-wuJc Indians of the 
Tuolumne Rancheria through the adoption of appropriate by-laws and 
constitutional amendments. 


- ■ ■Sg cti ro a 4. Mann e r -of-Be-yiw- 


Aay resolution or ordinance whicb by the terms of this consti- 
tution, is subject to review by the Secretary of the Interior, shall be 
presented to the superintendent in charge of the rancheria, wh6 shall, 
within ten days thereafter, ep prove or disapprove the s« 

If the superintendent shall approve any ordinance or resolution, it 
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shall thereupon bee cane effective, but the superintendent shall transmit 


a copy of the same, bearing his endorsement , to the Secretary of the 

Interior, who may, within 90 day* from the date of enactment, rescind 

/ 

the said ordinance or resolution toy any cause, by notifying the Com- 
munity Council of such deciaiop; 

IT the superintendent ihall refuse to approve any ordinance or 
resolution submitted to him, within ten days after its enactment, he shall 
advise the Conmuni Council of his reasons therefor* If these reasons 
appear to the/douncll insufficient, it may, by a majority* Tote , refer the 
ordi nanef/or resolution to the Secretary of the Interior, who may, within 
90 d^ys from the date of its enactment, approve the same in writing, 
r eu poa ord i nan e a or r e s o lution — s hall b eocen e e ff a ctive « - 

ARTICLE V. - Amendments 

Section 1* This constitution and by-laws may be amended by a majority 


vote of the qualified TOters of the band to ting at an election called for 
that purpose by the Secretary of the Interior, provided that at least 30 
per cent of those entitled to vote shall vote in such election; but no 
amendment shall become effective until it ahall nave been approved by the 


Secretary of the Interior. 


Section 2. At any regular or special Comaunity Council meeting, 
amendments to this constitution and by-laws may be proposed, to be 


> 


acted upon at the next semi-annual Community Council meeting. If 
approved by a majority vote at such meeting, the proposed amendment 


shall be submitted to the Secretary of the Interior who shall there- 


upon call an election upon the proposed amendment. 
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BT-LA77S OF THE TUOLUMNE BAND OF ME-WUK INDIANS OF THE 


TUOLUMNE RANCHEHIA 
ARTICLE I. - Duties of Officers 

Section 1. Each officer elected shall take an oath of office prior 
to assuming the duties thereof, by which oath he shall pledge himself 
to support and defend the Constitution of the United States and this 
constitution and by-laws. 

Oath: I do solemnly swear that I 

will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against 
all enemies; that I will carry out, faithfully and impartially, the 
duties of my office to the best of my ability; that I will cooperate, 
promote and protect the best interests of my band in accordance with 
this constitution and by-laws. 

Section 2 . It shall be the duty of the Community Council and each 
msnber thereof to promote the general welfare of the members of this 
band and to carry out the provisions and purposes of this constitution 
and by-laws. 

Section 3. It shall be the duty of the chairman to preside over 
all meetings of the Community Council and to carry out all orders of 
the Council. AT 1 members of the Conmunity Council and all subordinate 
officers shall assist the chairman in all proper ways to carry out the 


orders of the Council 


Section 4* The Council secretary shall keep a full report of 
all proceedings of each regular and special meeting of the Com- 
munity Council and of the business committee, and shall perform 
such other duties of like nature as the Council shall from time to 
time by resolution provide, and shall transmit copies of the minutes 
of each meeting to the superintendent in charge of the rancherla* 

Section 5_. The Council treasurer shall ba the custodian of all 
moneys which cane under the jurisdiction or into the control of the 
Community Council* Ha shall pay out money in accordance with orders 
and resolutions of the Council* He shall keep account of all receipts 
and disbursements and shall report the as me to the Council at each 
regular meeting* He shall be bonded in such an amount as the Com- 
munity Council may by resolution, approved by the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, provide* The books of the Council treasurer shall 
be subject to audit or inspection at the direction of the Community 
Council or the Commissioner of Indian Affairs* Until the Council 
treasurer is bonded, the business committee may make such provision 
for the custody and disbursement of funds as shall guarantee their 
safety and proper disbursement and use. 

Section S. The subordinate officers of the Community Council 
sh all perform such duties as the Council may from time to time pro- 
vide by resolution. 
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Section 7. The order of business at any regular or special meet- 


ing of the Council shall be as follows: 

1. Council called to order 

2. soil call . 

3. Heading of minutes of previous meeting 

4. Reports of conmittees 

5. Report of Council treasurer 

6. Reading of communications 

7. Unfinished tusiness 

8. New business 

9. Adjournment 

ARTICLE II. - Property Regulations 
It shall be the duty of the Conmunity Council to pass rules and 
regulations to prevent unauthorized prospecting or mining of any kind 
upon the Tuolumne Rancher ia and to see that such rules and regulations 
are properly enforced. 

ARTICLE III. - Public Welfare 

Section 1_. Coranunity Welfare 

(a) The Community Council shall determine in a careful manner 
what constitutes just cause for aid or assistance to the indigent 
members of the band, and shall make proper provisions for recommenda- 
tion to proper agencies of individuals needing relief. 

(b) The Community Council shall designate persona who shall ad- 
minister welfare work among members of the band, and the solicitation 
and expenditure of welfare funds shall be conducted in a systematic 
manner so that the right to do so may not be abused. The Community 
Council thereby shall render assistance or aid to the aged, the physi- 
cally handicapped and to all others ia actual need of assistance. 


A -X 
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Section 2_* Education 

(a) The Comaunlty Council shall encourage and promote among 
the members of the band by every practical means, a proper system 
of education for members of all ages in such eubjects as home 
economics, hygiene, child care and training, etc., cooperating with 
state and federal departments and agencies which seek to promote 
such work, 

ARTICLE XV, - Ordinances and Resolutions 

Section 1, All ordinances and resolutions shall be recorded 
and available at all times for the information and education of the 
band. 

Section 3. Every ordinance shall begin with the words: "Be it 

enacted by the Community Council of the Tuolumne Band of Me-wuk 
Indians . 

Section 3. Every resolution shall begin with the words: "Be it 

resolved by the Community Council of the Tuolumne Band of Me-wuk 
Indians,". 

ARTICLE V. - Ratification of Constitution 
and By-laws 

This constitution and by-laws, when adopted by a majority vote of 
thfe voters of the Tuolumne Band of Me-wuk Indians of the Tuolumne 
Rancheria, voting at a special election called by the Secretary of the 
Interior, in which at least 50 per cent of those entitled to vote shall 
vote, shall be submitted to the Secretary of the Interior for his ap- 
proval, and shall be in force from the date of such approval. 
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CnRTnTCiTIOI? OF A EOrTION 



3ecretsry of the Interior, the attached constitution and by- 
la : js ras submitted for ratification to the members of the 
’Tuolumne Band of '.'-a-nuk. Indians of the 'Tuolumne Rancheria and 
>7 as o nJObcMfeY? duly rtL Ll£^sL P 'f & TOte 2ijL f sr 

and r)or)g> '' against, in an election in crhich over 30 
per- cent of those entitled to vote cast their ballots, in 
accordance with section 16 of the Indian Reorganization Act 
of J une IS, 1934 (43 3tat. 984), as amended by the Act of 
June 15, 1935 (Fub. Ko. 147-74 th Cong.). 



Chairman of Flection Board 




Superintendent/in charge of bhe Rancher ia 


» 
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I, Harold L. Ickes, the Secretary of the Interior of the 
United States of America, by virtue of the authority granted me by 
the act of June 18, 1934 148 Stat. 984), as amended, do hereby 
approve the attached Constitution and 3y-lers of the Tuolumne 
Band of Ha -Truk Indians of the Tuolumne Rancheria. 

All rules and regulations heretofore promulgated by the In- 
terior Department or by the Office of Indian Affairs, so far as they 
may be incompatible with any of the provisions of the said Constitu- 
tion or By-laws are hereby declared inapplicable to the_ Tuolumne * 

Band of Ue-wuk Indians of the Tuolumne Rancheria. 

An officers and employees of the Interior Department are ordered 
to abide by the provisions of the said Constitution and By-laws . 


Approval recommended: 
Conmissio 


JAN -7 1936 



Washington, D. C„, 

JAN In 1936 



Secretary of the Interior 


SEAL 
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AN AMENDMENT 


BE IT RESOLVED by the Cournunity Council of the Tuolumne Band of 
Mewuk Indians of the Tuolurme Rancheria, in regular meeting assembled on 
January 23, 1940, that the Secretary of the Interior be requested to rail 
an election for the purpose of enabling the qualified voters of the Band 
to vote on the adoption of the following amendments to the Constitution in 
accordance with the provisions of Article V of the Constitution: 

AMENDMENT NO. 1 

1. That the last line of Section 1, Article III be amended to read: 

"Thirty five percent (35%) of the eligible voters 
shall constitute a quorum". 

2. That Section 4, Article III be amended to read: 

"The general ccnnninity council shall meet on the 
third Wednesday of Novenber and April". 

3. That the second sentence in Section 5, Article III be deleted in 
its entirety. 

4. That the last line of Section 5, Article III be amended to read: 

"Thereafter, officials shall be chosen at the November 
meeting" . 

AMENDMENT NO. 2 

That an article be added to the Constitution as follows: 

ARTICLE VI - VACANCIES AND REMOVAL FRCM OFFICE 
Section 1. Any officer who may resign, die or be removed from office 

shall be replaced only at a regular election or at a special election 
of the Ccmrunity Council. 

Section 2. Any officer convicted of a felony or misdemeanor involving dis- 
honesty in any Federal, State or Indian Court, nay be removed from office 
by a majority vote of the eligible voters of the Ccmnunity Council. 
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Section 3, The Ccrarunity Council nay/ by a majority vote of the 
eligible voters expel any officer of the Council for neglect of duty or 
gross misconduct; Provided that the accused shall be given an opportunity 
to answer any and all charges at a designated Council meeting. The decision 
of the Council shall be final. 

The foregoing resolution was on January 23, 1540, 
duly adopted by a vote of 18 f or and 0 against, con- 
sisting of more than a majority of the qualified voters 
of the Tuolumne Band of Mewuk Indians, pursuant to author- 
ity vested in it by Article V of the Constitution of the 
Band, ratified by the Band on December 7, 1935 and approved 
by the Secretary of the Interior on January 15, 1936. 

/s/ ran. Fuller 

Chairman of the Ctmnunity Council 

/s/ Thankful Geisdorff 

Secretary of the Ccrrnunity Council 

APPROVED: JAN 26, 1940 

/s/ Roy Nash 

Superintendent 




AMENDMENT 

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 
OF THE 

TUOLUMNE BAND OF ME-WUK INDIANS 
OF THE TUOLUMNE RANCHER IA 
OF CALIFORNIA 


AMENDMENT III 


Section 1 > Article II - Membership - shall be amended in its entirety 
to read as follows: 

Section 1. The membership of the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk 
Indians shall consist of * 

(a) All persons of Indian blood whose names appear on the 
Official Voter's List of the band as of April 1* 1935 and 
the listed children thereof under twenty-one (21) years of 
age at that time, 

(b) Any persons of at least one-fourth (1/4) degree Indian 
blood who is a lineal descendant of any person listed under 
(a) above, 

(c) All other persons enrolled under the provisions of a 
duly enacted adoption enrollment ordinance. 


CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION 


Pursuant to an election authorized by the Area Director, Sacramento 
Area Office on P«C- ^ nnlpvLr — — ^ , 1975 the attachment Amendment III 
to the Constitution and Bylaws for the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians 
of the Tuolumne Rancheria of California was submitted to the qualified 
voters of the community council and was on |-y rmx> » 197^ 

duly adopted/ re> ecte4 - by a vote of " for™, and / "against", 

in an election in which at least thirty percent (3Q£) of the 

““number 

entitled to vote cast their ballots in accordance with Section 16 of 
the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat, 984), as 
amended by the Act of June 15 f 1935 (49 Stat, 738), 


it- >4**^ r 

Chairman, Election jiojard (_J ■ 



Election Board Member 


Approval 





I, WflLfAf;! E. H r , Area Director, of the 

Sacramento Area Office, Bureau of Indian Affaire, hy virtue of 
the authority granted to the Secretary of the Interior "by the 
Act of June 18, 193U (i*8 Stat. 98U) , ae amended, delegated to 
the Commissioner of Indian Affaire by 230 DM 1.1 and redelegated 
to me by 10 BIAM 3 do hereby approve the foregoing Amendment III 
to the Constitution and Bylaws for the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk 
Indians, Tuolumne Rancheria, California. 

^ 

Area Director 



Sacramento, California 


Date: 
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AMENDMENT 

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 
OF THE 

TUOLUMNE BAND OF ME-WUK INDIANS 
OF THE TUOLUMNE RANCHERIA 
OF CALIFORNIA 


AMENDMENT IV 


Section I of Article IV - Powers of the Community Council shall be 
amended by : 

(i) To join and/or charter tribal housing authorities. 


* * 





CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION 

Pursuant to an election authorised by the Area Director, Sacramento 

Area Office onv. C^^ ^ *»\\o ^ , 1975 the attachment Amendment IV 

to the Constitution and Bylaws for the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk 

Indians of the Tuolumne Rancheria of California was submitted to the 

qualified voters of the community council and was on I » 

197& duly adopted /r-ej &c.fc «d by a vote of '''7 " f or" , and 

"against", in an election in which at least thirty percent (30%) of 

the ‘‘■3 entitled to vote cast their ballots in accordance 

number 

with Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 
(48 Stat. 984), as amended by the Act of June 15, 1935 (49 Stat. 738), 



Election Board Member 


Approval 



Area Director, of the 


Sacramento Area Office, Bureau of Indian Affairs, by virtue of 
the authority granted to the Secretary of the Interior by the 
Act of June 18, 193U (I 48 Stat. 981;), as amended, delegated to 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs by 230 DM 1*1 and redelegated 
to me by 10 SIAM 3 do hereby approve the foregoing Amendment IV 
to the Constitution and Bylaws for the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk 
Indians , Tuolumne Rancheria, California, 



Area Director 


Sacramento, California 


Date: f'eQ X *f- 


PROPOSED AMENDMENT 




CONSTITUTION OF THE 
TUOLUMNE BAND OF ME-WUK INDIANS OF 
THE TUOLUMNE RANCHERIA 


Proposed Amendment "A” 

Section 2 of ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP shall be amended to read as follows: 

Section 2 . The Community Council shall have the power to promulgate ordinances covering 
future membership and the adoption of new members when the resources of the 
Tuolumne Rancheria make such adoption of new members possible. 


Numerical Designation 

Having been duly adopted and approved, Proposed Amendment "A" is hereby designated as 
Amendment No. V to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk 
Indians of the Tuolumne Rancheria. 


CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL 


Amendment V to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians of the 
Tuolumne Rancheria, which was adopted by the qualified voters of the Tribe on March 24, 2001, 
is hereby approved pursuant to the authority delegated to the Secretary of the Interior by the Act 
of June I S, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended and delegated to the Deputy Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs by 230 D.M. 2.4 and redelegated to me by Memorandum of Agreement dated 
August 16, 1994. 
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Dated 


PROPOSED AMENDMENT 


CONSTITUTION OF THE 
TUOLUMNE BAND OF ME-WUK INDIANS OF 
THE TUOLUMNE RAN CHE RI A 


Proposed Amendment "B" 

Section 1 . ffl of ARTICLE IV - POWERS OF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL shall be 
amended to read as follows: 

Section 1 (f) . To promulgate and enforce ordinances governing the conduct of members of the 
Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians of the Tuolumne Rancheria; providing for 
the manner of making, holding and revoking assignments of tribal land or 
interests therein; providing for the levying of taxes and the appropriation of 
available tribal funds for public purposes; providing for the licensing of 
nonmembers coming to the reservation for the purposes of hunting, fishing, 
trading, or other business, and for the exclusion from territory of persons not 
licensed; and establishing proper agencies for the enforcement of such ordinances 
upon the Tuolumne Rancheria. 

Numerical Designation 

Having been duly adopted and approved, Proposed Amendment "B" is hereby designated as 
Amendment No. VI to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk 
Indians of the Tuolumne Rancheria. 


CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL 


Amendment VI to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians of the 
Tuolumne Rancheria, which was adopted by the qualified voters of the Tribe on March 24, 2001, 
is hereby approved pursuant to the authority delegated to the Secretary of the Interior by the Act 
of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended and delegated to the Deputy Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs by 230 D.M. 2.4 and redelegated to me by Memorandum of Agreement dated 
August 16, 1994. 



Dated 


PROPOSED AMENDMENT 


CONSTITUTION OF THE 
TUOLUMNE BAND OF ME-WUK INDIANS OF 
THE TUOLUMNE RANCHERIA 


■ r 


Proposed Amendment "C" 

Section 4. Manner of Review of Article IV - POWERS OF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
shall be deleted in its entirety. 


Having been duly adopted and approved, Proposed Amendment "C" is hereby designated as 
Amendment No. VII to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk 
Indians of the Tuolumne Rancheria. 


Amendment VII to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians of 
the Tuolumne Rancheria, which was adopted by the qualified voters of the Tribe on March 24, 
2001, is hereby approved pursuant to the authority delegated to the Secretary of the Interior by 
the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended and delegated to the Deputy Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs by 230 D.M. 2.4 and redelegated to me by Memorandum of Agreement dated 
August 16, 1994. 


Numerical Designation 


CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL 



APR 1 0 2001 


Dated 


